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What planning needs from theorizing on place
in times of global challenges

Liudmila Slivinskaya
TU Dortmund University
School of Spatial Planning
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“Space becomes place when it is used, invested with
meaning, and lived in.”

Cresswell 2004
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‘The translation of social purposes into space then
presupposes that something is known about how
patterns of living and working can be affected, for
good or ill, by the physical and spatial forms
Imposed on them. In fact, beyond common-sense and

accumulated experience, little is known..*
Hillier 2008
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geographical
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Conclusions

e place as middle-range theory integrating
theory and empirical application

e place as umbrella key word for planning as it
deals with how the social meet the spatial

e more theorizing on place NOT at the expense
of addressing pressing challenges of planning,
but in support for it
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Thank you!

Liudmila Slivinskaya

TU Dortmund University
School of Spatial Planning
Spatial Modelling Lab RAM

liudmila.slivinskaya@tu-dortmund.de
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