Foodtracks

exploring Mediterranean wetlands through Artistic-Culinary Projects

Alessandra Marcon
luav University of Venice
amarcon@iuav.it

Jaime Gastalver Lopez-Pazo
University of Sevilla
jastlvr@hotmail.com

, »AESOP CONGRESS 2025 - vnmiz TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY ISTANBUL\/



mailto:amarcon@iuav.it

Mediterranean wetlands are complex socio-ecological ecosystems that deliver critical
ecosystem services—from carbon sequestration and flood regulation to water purification and
food provision ( Mitsch, Bernal, & Hernandez, 2013; Barbier et al., 2011).




Though often perceived as natural, wetlands are shaped by centuries of human activity,
functioning as hybrid landscapes where ecological and cultural values intertwine (Grove & Rackham,
2001).

Wetlands support both biodiversity and local livelihoods, serving as vital nodes in hpfnan and
non-human food systems.

Wetlands offers recreational and educational opportunities, underlining their role as cultural
spaces and areas for human and non-human wellbeing (Folke et al., 2005; Millennium Ecosystem
_ Assessment, 2005).




Mediterranean coastal and wetland territories are increasingly under pressure due to high
population density, rapid urban expansion, and a sharp rise in seasonal tourism, which collectively
intensify land-use conflicts and environmental degradation (Salvati et al., 2015).

These areas are also among the most climate-vulnerable regions globally, experiencing
accelerated warming, prolonged droughts, and a marked decline in freshwater availability, far
exceeding global averages (Guiot & Cramer, 2016).




growing and urgent need to support
the ecological transition of these
territories toward more sustainable
and resilient models of settlement,
local economies, and food
systems.

re-centering the ecological value of
these landscapes in planning and
governance, and fostering integrated
strategies that balance environmental
protection with the socio-economic
well-being of local communities
(Fischer et al., 2007; IPCC, 2022).
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Foodtracks, exploring three Mediterranean wetlands through Artistic-Culinary Projects



R o
. K %
v < W
¢
/
B
o

ponana Marshes

rfa Formosa' i3
E el P.

BT

... venzcs: Lagoon

-

ei food systm

Vs o {

Three Mediterranean landscapes and th
Art, Water and Food: Rethinking Fragile Landscapes /

We work in three lake landscapes: Venice, Ria Formosa & Donana
Through art and cooking, we explore how people live, eat and care for the land



BY EATING, WE IDIGEST TERRITORIES.
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ART based RESEARCH More Than Data: Listening to the Landscape

To truly understand a place, we need to feel it — with our senses, our emotions, and our
imagination



Methodology: Thinking with our feet, thinking with our hands

We walk the land and cook with people to learn through the body, the senses, and shared experience.
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h between urban food planning and art.
Where Food Planning Meets Art. When urban food planning joins with artistic practice, we create new
ways to connect people, place, and everyday life — with care, creativity, and meaning.
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Description of agents:

the kitchen is located in Tertulia Algarvia. Tocia. LaPlasita
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Tools and strategies:
Tertulia Algarvia, Ria Formosa
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"TOCIA"

in Venetian means to dip bread in the sauce.

Tools and strategies: Tocia! Cucina e Comunita,
Venice Lagoon
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La Plasita, Sev

Tools and strategies
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Venice Faro Sevilla

Impact of the projects
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From The Situated Kitchen To Generative Digital Art
Scientific agitation in the wetlands of Southern Europe

Challenges and opportunities: construction of a EU Network (Creative Europe)



COOKING UP

Origins of a CREATIVE ALLIANCE

[l LOCAL BEGINNINGS WITH A
EUROPEAN VISION

Global Tberic project
managed by the Chamber o:
Commerce of Seville.
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Designed a food- and
landscape-based route in
Faro (Portugal) for tourism,
gastronony, and landscape
students.
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CROSS-BORDER
s A CoLLABORATION

Mentored 20 cultural

Creative
Europe

*CONNECTIONS bew Territories
*Intercultural prazocue
*ARTistic coprobucrzon
*DIVERSITY or Landscapes
*sHarING Experiences
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CONSOLIDATION AND
EXPANDED VISION
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companies from Andalusia
and the Algarve (2022).

Erasnus+ residency in
Venice (2024), working /
Key partnerships with Huseu | with TUAV. .

Zere and Tertilia Algarvia.

Connected three
Mediterranean
landscapes through an
artistic, cultural, and
sustainable lens.

AGENTS

SVQ (EsP)
Jaime Gastalver Lopez-Pazo
LaPlasita

FAO (PT)
Tertilia Algarvia
Museu Zero

VCE (11)
Tocia Kitchen & Community
Universidad TUAV

common
methodologies

METHODOLOGY GROUNDED IN ARTISTIC AND
SCIENTIFIC CO-CREATION

Combining traditional knowledge with
digital tools.

Promoting accessible and decentralised
digital culture through Museu Zerd
(Portugal)

3 WORKSHOPS

sve
Water Conflicts and Territorial Poetics

FAO
Mediterranean Diet and Sustainability

VCE

Climate Change and Resilience

i t
Inclusion of rural and diverse groups.
Artistic production with high
cultural, environmental and food

value.

Upscaling the reach, visibility and
opportunities for local artists.

Transnational platform for the
transfer of creative methodologies.

PRODUCTION OF

Illustrated Situated Cookbook
Collective generative digital artwork

Digital Food Atlas (Prototype)

Challenges and opportunities: construction of a EU Network (Creative Europe)



Openings... ... TO BE CONTINUE
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