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Applications for the PhD Workshop may thus entail (but are not limited to) the following thematic
areas: 

Territorial fringes: Urban agglomerations still dominate discourses of development and planning.
Yet, peri-urban, rural, remote or border regions deserve just as much attention when it comes to
addressing development challenges in polycrisis contexts. Applications addressing these or similar
spatial contexts are hence very welcome, implying also the often-neglected perspective on
second-tier cities, the peri-urban fringes of metropolitan regions, places “in transition”, as well as
cities and regions in the Global South. 

Temporal fringes: While temporalities are key, time planning has not received comparable
attention in planning discourse. Yet, the procedural perspective is inherent in phenomena such as
shocks and crises and in key concepts such as transformation and transition. We welcome
applications that deal with these (and other) temporalities and procedural perspectives on space
and planning, e.g., historical analyses of spatial development and planning, long-term future
perspectives and approaches to future-making such as scenarios, back-casting and visioning, or
similar approaches addressing time and change. 

Socio-political fringes: In times of crisis, marginalized voices and places require particular
attention, as they can be under particular pressure, although they are essential for promoting more
equitable and inclusive environments. We therefore welcome research that sheds light on social
exclusion and social justice at different scales and in different spatial contexts and thereby
contributes to tackling socio-political fringes in spatial planning and planning research. 

Socio-ecological fringes: Socio-ecological crises demand structural change, and spatial planning
is critical for ensuring minimum societal standards for well-being within planetary boundaries.
Applications addressing socio-ecological transformations of all kinds are thus encouraged. This
may cover just and sustainable spatial transformations and transitions in sectors like housing,
mobility, energy, agriculture and food-systems, climate adaptation planning and planning for
green-blue infrastructures, nature conservation and biodiversity. 

Methodological fringes: While the spectrum of methods in planning research and praxis is broad,
on-going societal change calls for constant reflection and innovation of concepts and
methodologies in the field: new approaches to knowledge production and learning, new
quantitative, qualitative or interventionist research methods, new forms of governance, participation
and empowerment. We hence welcome submissions from PhDs whose work in one way or another
addresses innovative methods and practices in planning research and practice, thus entering
“uncharted terrain” of knowledge production in planning.


