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Strengthening the values of food
in times and spaces of fragility
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Conference Timeline

22 December 2025 > pre-call

13 February 2026 > open call for paper/session/poster + pnhd wsh
30 April 2026 > deadline for paper/session/poster + phd wsh
29 May 2026 > notification of acceptance

30 Septembre 2026 > deadline for full paper

21-24 October 2026 > Phd WS + Conference + guided tours

Calendar of Activities

21-24 October
Xll Conference Aesop 2026 (luav Food Lab + Aesop SFP)

21 October (afternoon) 2026 > PhD workshop (luav Doctoral School)
22-23 October 2026 > conference (Palazzo Badoer)
24 October (morning) 2026 > guided tours (islands; mainland; lagoon)

Publications

Proceedings: Book of abstract and Book of papers



oo
< IiDiciH
o

Universita
luav
di Venezia

ab impacts lab ' in times

Food |
‘IOOd a(r)lg ui)tl)zcr?-r?erritorial M'lluw(‘r”e”kgmu&t
a

A

Jues of food

il

agility

HTEEEEEET

Important information

Torespondtothe call for sessions, a minimum of four
contributions to the session must be guaranteed.

To participate in the Conference, an abstract of up to
350 words is required.

We suggest to structure the abstract as follows:
hypothesis with reference to how food values are mo-
bilised, negotiated, and transformed across spaces
and scales of fragility; arguments that sustain the
proposed thesis; study cases, if present; methodo-
logy; contribution of the paper to the Conference di-
scussion.

You can submit your abstract at this link

For any questions or queries regarding the organisa-
tion of the session, please contact the local commit-
tee at foodlab@iuav.it


https://congress.aesop-planning.eu/event/4/program
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Description of the Conference theme

We are living in a period marked by profound
ecological, social, economic, and geopoliti-
cal emergencies that are deeply reshaping
food systems and exposing structural vul-
nerabilities within contemporary urban and
regional contexts.

These conditions reveal persistent
failures, including the uneven progress in
guaranteeing the right to equitable and su-
stainable food for all.

At the same time, they call for a cri-
tical reflection on the plurality of values
that diverse actors and local communities
attribute to food: as heritage, livelinood,
culture, and care, but also as a site of com-
modification, geopolitical tension, and te-
chnocratic intervention.

Within this complex landscape, sustainable
food planning practices are increasingly
required to position themselves critical-
ly among often divergent, contested, and
non-neutral value systems.

In this context, the Xl AESOP Sustai-
nable Food Planning Conference invites
scholars, practitioners, activists, and
policymakers to explore how food values
are mobilised, negotiated, and transfor-
med across spaces and scales of fragi-
lity. Food has become a central arena for
urban and territorial policies, involving a
growing number of actors with heteroge-
neous interests and priorities. As such,
food activates a dense and conflictual
constellation of values, intertwined with
the environmental, social, economic, and
political fragilities that characterise many
contemporary territories. Climate chan-
ge, war, political instability, and widening
inequalities challenge not only food sy-
stems, but also the institutional, spatial,
and governance frameworks through whi-
ch food is planned and managed.

The conference seeks to investigate how
urban and regional food planning can bri-
dge tradition and change by mediating
between place-based knowledge, commu-
nity practices, and emerging socio-techni-
cal responses.

Particular attention is given to the
spatial dimension of food policies and
practices, understood as a means to inte-
grate policy frameworks with territorial and
urban projects, producing place-based and
context-sensitive responses that acknow-
ledge specific conditions.

Key questions guiding the conference in-
clude:

.How do valuesrootedin food heritage, cul-
tural practices, and local ecologies inform
contemporary planning approaches?

. How are socially innovative initiatives and
agroecological urbanism practices reima-
gining food systems in contexts of precari-
ty, disruption, and uncertainty?

. How can food planning support commu-
nity agency while respecting diverse food
identities and mediating conflicts around
food and space?

.What institutional transformations are ne-
eded to safeguard food commons, promo-
te socio-ecological justice, and enable al-
ternative forms of production, distribution,
and governance to take root?

We welcome contributions that critically
engage with these questions, illuminating
the political, social, ecological, and spatial
dimensions of food planning amidst fragili-
ty, and advancing debates on how food va-
lues can sustain transformative pathways
toward more resilient, caring, and demo-
cratic food systems.
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1. Negotiating the values of land, soil and water

in planning practices

Key concepts:

. productivity;

.reproduction of resources

.food from land and food from the sea
.commons and commonalities

.land and water property and accessibility
.environmental and economic vulnerability

References:

Adam Calo, Sarah Ruth Sippel, Sylvia Kay,
Coline Perrin, Kirsteen Shields; Transforming
land for sustainable food: Emerging contests to
property regimes in the Global North. Elementa:
Science of the Anthropocene 12 January 2024;
12 (1): 00028. doi: https:/doi.org/101525/ele-
menta.2024.00028.

Mooren, C.E., Munaretto, S, La Jeunesse,
l. et al. Water-energy-food-ecosystem nexus:
how to frame and how to govern. Sustain Sci
20, 2313-2334 (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/
s11625-025-01691-x.

This track explores and investigates the
multiple “values” of land, soil and water
as essential components of both natu-
ral-ecological and socio-economic sy-
stems.

It aims to re-think land and soils in
planning as a three-dimensional feature,
with distinct qualities, providing a series of
functions useful for social development,
climate change adaptation, biodiversity,
and living quality, as well as essential for
addressing important new dimensions like
the water-energy-food-ecosystem nexus.

In the context of increased competition
over natural resources, how can spatial
planning support alternative values?
.How do land tenure, land access, and pro-
perty relations frame (constrain, facilitate)
possible food systems transformations?

. How does spatial planning currently fra-
me sustainability, access to and control
over land, soil, water?

Contributions that examine the dynamics
of productivity and the reproduction of
resources, food production from terre-
strial and marine environments are wel-
come.

New theoretical/ analytical frameworks
are also welcome, that help to bridge the
gap between soil and spatial planning and
design. Discussions on the notions of
commons and commonalities, as well as
the complex regimes of land and water
property that shape access and use, are
encouraged.



_I_ Universita OOd Food system
U luav and urban-territorial
A diVenezia lab impacts lab
v
Key concepts:

. food and wine spaces and places

. Spatial design approaches

. foodscapes perspectives

. services, systems and infrastructures
.resources management

.food waste and loss

References:

Cabannes, Y. and Marocchino, C. (eds).
(2018), Integrating Food into urban Planning,
Fao, Rome. ISBN 978-92-5-131082-3.

Khaliinezhad, M. R., & Amani-Beni, M.
(2025). Food Urbanism; Typologies, Strategies,
Case Studies: Craig Verzone and Cristina Wo-
ods, edited by Danielle Alexander, 2021, Basel,
Birkhauser, 266 pp., 9783035615999. Journal of
Urbanism: International Research on Placema-
king and Urban Sustainability, 18(2), 326-328.
https://doi.org/101080/17549175.2023.2180077.

Parham, Susan. (2015). Food and Urbani-
sm: The Convivial City and a Sustainable Future.
10.5040/9781474229050.
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This course explores the intersections
between food landscapes, design, and
spatial practices in disciplines such as
architecture, urban design, and planning,
which have historically been sensitive to
issues of territorial vulnerability and fragi-
lity.

It will focus on the spatial, cultural
and infrastructural dimensions of food
production, distribution and consump-
tion in particularly fragile contexts.

Contributions that explore how food spa-
ces shape territories and identities, as
well as their power to influence (positi-
vely and negatively) environmental and
socio-economic issues, are welcome.

Particular attention will be given
to studies focusing on how the spatial
and design approaches can contribute
to more resilient food systems, and can
impact on spatial quality/beauty (on an
urban and regional scale), sustainability
and inclusiveness of places (according to
the principles of the New European Bau-
haus).

Thetrackwillalsoaddress forms of system
design related to food systems, focusing
on the material and organisational infra-
structures that support contemporary
food networks, novel neighbourhood in-
frastructures through spatial design ap-
proaches.

Topics also include innovation in packa-
ging, resource management, and strate-
gies for reducing food waste and loss.
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3. Reclaiming urban food governance

and the right to food

Key concepts:

.local food policies

. forms of food governance
.bottom up initiatives
.agroecology

. food education/ food literacy

. food democracy and right to food
. food and social vulnerability
.canteens and collective catering

References:

Giuntal. (2014) Food sovereignty in Ecua-
dor: peasant struggles and the challenge of in-
stitutionalization, The Journal of Peasant Stu-
dies, 41:6, 1201-1224, DOI: 10. 1080/ 03066150.
2014.938057.

Hassanein N, (2021), Practicing food de-
mocracy:a pragmatic politics of transformation,
in Journal of Rural Studies 19 (2003) 77-86.

Lopez Cifuentes, M., Gugerell, C. Food
democracy: possibilities under the frame of the
current food system. Agric Hum Values 38, 1061~
1078 (2021). https://doi.org/101007/s10460-021-
10218-w.

This track addresses the complex rela-
tionships between food governance, so-
cio-environmental justice, and the right
to food, particularly in contexts marked by
social vulnerability, health inequalities, cli-
mate pressures, geopolitical conflicts, or
migration dynamics.

On the one hand, the section exa-
mines how different governance appro-
aches, monitoring perspectives, or food
system interventions may privilege cer-
tain values over others, addressing some
challenges while leaving others unack-
nowledged or not adequately explored.

On the other hand, this section tack-
les key concepts - such as socio-ecologi-
cal justice, food democracy, and the right
to food -, asking how they are addres-
sed and redefined through actors’ inte-
ractions, governance practices, and po-
licy-making, particularly intimes of critical
urgencies and values’ redefinition.

Linking urban food systems governance
with wider ethical, ecological, and social
concerns, the track invites to critically
rethink the very foundations in which go-
vernance dynamics unfold and how this
may provide new grounds for creating
powerful alliances and advancing con-
temporary food system action.

It invites contributions that focus on fo-
od-related needs and rights, with par-
ticular attention to the spatial implica-
tions of these dynamics: in which places
and spaces do needs manifest themsel-
ves? Are rights constructed? Are alliances
consolidated?
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4. Critical thoughts on the role and impact
of technology and Al in food planning

Key concepts:

.infrastructure, logistic and mobility

. digitalization of the supply chain

. food from the future

. food conservation and climate
.technologies and data-driven innovation
. power, ownership and control

References:

Bidyalakshmi, T., Jyoti, B., Mansuri, SM.
et al. Application of Artificial Intelligence in Food
Processing: Current Status and Future Pro-
spects. Food Eng Rev 17, 27-54 (2025). https://
doi.org/10.1007/s12393-024-09386-2.

Shehzad Khuram, Umair Ali, Akhtar Mu-
nir “Role of Al in Food Production and Preser-
vation.” Global Insights in Artificial Intelligence
and Computing, vol. 1, no. 2, Feb. 2025, pp. 1-17,
doi:10.70445/giaic1.2.20251-17.

Taneja, A, Nair, G, Joshi, M., Sharma,
S., Sharma, S., Jambrak, A. R., Rosello-Soto, E.,
Barba, F. J., Castagnini, J. M., Leksawasdi, N., &
Phimolsiripol, Y. (2023). Artificial Intelligence:
Implications for the Agri-Food Sector. Agro-
nomy, 13(5), 1397. https://doi.org/10.3390/agro-
nomy13051397.

This track addresses the transformative
role of technology and Al in reshaping
food systems and their implications for
spatial planning, infrastructure and go-
vernance.

Digitalisation, automation and da-

ta-driven innovation are increasingly re-
configuring supply chains, logistics and
food mobility, with significant potentials
as well as consequences for urban and re-
gional planning. Technologies - such as
vertical farming, soil-free production sy-
stems and drone-based distribution - are
often promoted as solutions for sustai-
nability and resilience, yet their spatial,
social and political dimensions require
critical assessment. Historical experien-
ces highlight the need for a critical plan-
ning perspective on technological transi-
tions.
In the agroecology debate, alternative pa-
thways - including open-source software,
digital commons and technologies that
support producer-led empowerment - are
under discussion.

Attention is given to social, heal-
th and environmental implications, in-
cluding food accessibility, food justice,
soil health, climate resilience and mo-
re-than-human relations.

Thetrack foregrounds questions of power,
ownership and control in food-related
technologies. It asks who benefits from
technological innovation, who is excluded,
and how new forms of dependency are
produced through digital platforms, pro-
prietary technologies and data extraction.
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Key concepts:

. territorial gentrification

.food accessibility

.dark side of labels /food districts

. gastronomy and food culture

. foodification and patrimonialisation

References:

Bourlessas, P, Cenere, S, & Vanolo, A.
(2022). The work of foodification: an analysis
of food gentrification in Turin, Italy. Urban Geo-
graphy, 43(9), 1328-1349. https://doi.org/10.1080
102723638.20211927547

Davallon J.,, 2007, Le Don du patrimoine :
Une approche communicationnelle de la patri-
monialisation. In Culture & Musees, Annee 2007,
9, pp. 169-171.

Davallon J., 2014, A propos des régimes
de patrimonialisation : enjeux et questions. Pa-
trimonializacéo e sustentabilidade do patrimon-
i0: refexdo e prospectiva, Nov 2014, Lisboa, Por-
tugal.

Freire Varela A., Eating the city: So-
cio-spatial analysis of the foodification process
inthe city of Naples (Italy), in International Jour-
nal of Gastronomy and Food Science, Volume
39, 2025, 101130, ISSN 1878-450X, https://doi.or-
g/10.1016/}.ijgfs.2025101130.
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This track investigates the complex re-
lationships between the valorisation of
food conceived as “heritage”, and pro-
cesses of economic and tourism deve-
lopment, examining how the cultural and
economic promotion of gastronomy tran-
sforms territories and neighbourhoods
from a spatial and socio-economic per-
spective.

It explores the ambivalent effects of
these transformations and the way they
change foodscapes, from the strengthe-
ning of local identities to forms of territo-
rial gentrification and socio-spatial ine-
quality. Key themes include accessibility
to food and land, as well as the “dark side”
of food labels and districts and the com-
modification of culinary heritage.

Addressing phenomena such as food de-
serts and unequal access to quality food,
the track also reflects on the broader
phenomenon of foodification and patri-
monialisation (Davallon, 2006; 2015) of
productive territories, in which food be-
comes a driver of urban change, territo-
rial branding and cultural capital.

Contributions on how people navi-
gate changing foodscapes and access
food while their neighbourhood or city
is affected by foodification are also wel-
come. Linking perspectives on cultural,
tourism and economic implications, the
track invites critical contributions on how
food-based territorial development can
reconcile authenticity, inclusiveness and
sustainability.
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Key concepts:

.urban agendas

.climate change adaptation
.environmental vulnerability
. food impact and habitability
. public-private alliances
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This year AESOP Sustainable Food Plan-
ning will foresee a specific track dedica-
ted to contributions from professionals,
practitioners, NGOs, administrators, and
policy stakeholders, to continue fostering
an essential dialogue between research,
policies, and practices.

We are open to abstracts and sessions
contributions in a variety of formats - e.g.
open meetings, roundtables, panels, wor-
k-in-progress - that link to themes and ap-
proaches of the conference.



